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Confronting sexual violence, sexual abuse, sex tourism, and the Com-
mercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents (CSECA)1 

has relied upon efforts from civil society and the Brazilian state alike in 
order to make the goal of children’s and adolescents’ rights a reality.

The phenomenon of CSECA involves cultural, social, economic, po-
litical, and legal factors. Aspects related to subjectivity, culture, values, 
norms and social representation connect CSECA to other, wider-reach-
ing aspects of social life. Recognizing such social determinants’ influ-
ences on practical culture and values becomes an important step toward 
social mobilization against CSECA.

To promote further understanding of the practices and factors as-
sociated with CSECA, Promundo, with the support of Oak Foundation, 
carried out a qualitative and quantitative study to map and understand 
men and women’s perceptions of CSECA in four Brazilian cities, seeking 
to understand to what extent the attitudes of men and women contrib-
ute to its perpetuation.

Of the 602 men interviewed in Rio de Janeiro for this study, 14% said 
that they had engaged in sexual relations with minors under 18 years of 
age. And almost half of men who responded affirmatively to having had 
sexual relations with young girls between 12-17 years of age responded 
that engaging in such activity was a way for them to feel young. In ad-
dition, the percentage of men who affirmed to have had friends who 
had engaged in sexual relations with adolescents was more than double 
among those subjects who had engaged in sexual relations with adoles-
cents than among those who had not. These results lead us to infer that 
peers have a major influence on other men to engage in transactional 
sexual relations with adolescents. 

ABSTrACT

1. Throughout this publication, the 
acronym CSeCA will be used to 
refer to the term Commercial 
Sexual exploitation of Children 
and Adolescents.
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The study also found that, in the case of sexual relations with adoles-
cents under 18 years of age, children and adolescents were blamed for 
transactional sex and their behavior morally condemned: 41% of men in 
Rio and 46% of women affirmed that they considered sex work involving 
minors an act of “adolescent prostitution” as opposed to sexual exploi-
tation. This may reflect a perception that the practice of CSECA as con-
nected to a perceived “availability” of adolescents for transactional sex. 

Both men and women, on the other hand, condemned the participa-
tion of the youngest subset of adolescents in transactional sex. Here, the 
delineating factor was age. A majority condemned men who had trans-
actional sex with adolescents between 12 and 14 years of age, placing the 
blame squarely on the men who abused them.  Respondents often used 
terms such as ‘animal,’ ‘crazy,’ and ‘sick’ for men who had sex with girls 
in this age range.  In addition, many respondents reacted with indigna-
tion at the behavior and created parallels between those children and the 
children with whom they live such as sisters and daughters and younger 
children victimized by men.  

When asked about male adolescent prostitution, there was a greater intol-
erance, or a greater tendency to “blame the victim.” The blame for the practice 
fell on the boys and not with the government or the procurer – indicating a 
clear difference in gender perception between girls as victims and boys as 
having the agency to decide whether or not to participate in sex work.

Simultaneously, these results lead us to affirm that, in legal terms, there 
is ample recognition of the fact that children and adolescents should be 
protected from all forms of abuse and sexual exploitation. Respondents 
hold the government responsible as enforcers of laws and measures that 
should punish adults who engage in sex with children and adolescents.

The study also shows that many men who reported having had sex with 
underage adolescents also reported that they had had a romantic relation-
ship with the adolescent (mostly girls), in effect alleging intimacy as a way 
to feel less exploitative. A number of men reported that they were unable 
to have sexual relations after having made a verbal agreement with the 
girl– again highlighting the tremendous ambiguity that men feel about this 
practice and providing a point of entry for prevention.

The study also highlights the need to train health care professionals, 
educators, and members of the justice and legal system about the atti-
tudes and practices of adults who sexually exploit children and adoles-
cents, as well as the need for such professionals to reflect on their own 
attitudes toward the practice. 



The use of children and adolescents in the “sex trade” constitutes one 
of the most permissible and normalized practices of violence in Brazil. 
According to data released by the Federal Government2, reports of com-
mercial sexual exploitation of children occur in 2,798 Brazilian mu-
nicipalities, with the Northeast region representing the largest number 
of municipalities where such cases are reported (34%), followed by the 
Southeast (30%), South (18%), Central-West (10%) and North (8%). Data 
from the Brazilian National Hotline for reporting cases of child sexual ex-
ploitation between 2005 and 2010, found 25,175 cases of sexual exploita-
tion of children and adolescents. Among the capitals, the ranking of cities 
that reported the highest rates were Salvador (BA), followed by Rio de 
Janeiro (RJ), Fortaleza (CE), São Paulo (SP), and Natal (RN). The numbers 
are likely higher than what was been reported considering the stigma as-
sociated with this type of violence.

The Brazilian government’s recognition of the practice of CSECA as 
a national problem began in 2002 with the creation of the National Pro-
gram to Confront Sexual Violence against Children and Adolescents, 
linked with the Special Secretariat of Human Rights of the Presidency of 
the Republic. While it is still a priority on the Brazilian government’s so-
cial agenda, there is limited research (aside from reported cases) on the 
attitudes and practices of adults related to CSECA. 

2. Source: http://www.sedh.gov.br/
 (accessed on 20 September 

2011). 

Introduction
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SEXuAL VIoLEnCE 
The practice of abusive sexual practices. In the case of children and adolescents, this 
violence occurs via seduction, threat, blackmail or force.

SEXuAL ABuSE  
oF mInorS 

An action in which an adult, with the objective of attaining sexual satisfaction, engages in 
sexually explicit conduct with a child or adolescent, with or without the victim’s permission. 
The adult may or may not use force, threat, seduction, or gifts to achieve their desired goal.

CSECA And SECA 
Sexual (and commercial) exploitation of children and adolescents in sexual activities 
including, but not limited to, sexual commerce, child pornography, or exhibition in sexual 
performances (either public or private).

ChILd PornoGrAPhy 
Any representation of a child and/or their genital organs, involved in sexual activity, 
either simulated or explicit, for sexual purposes.

SEX TourISm  
oF ChILdrEn  

And AdoLESCEnTS 

Touristic excursions that seek sexual pleasure. This type of tourism is not limited to foreigners, 
but rather includes any person regardless of their residency status and usually an intermediary 
that facilitates this abuse.

This study, supported by the Oak Foundation, seeks to fill this gap. 
The study sought to collect data on the attitudes and practices of adults 
related to CSECA in three Brazilian states. The qualitative research took 
place between April and September 2009, in Florianópolis, Itaperuna, 
and Natal. The quantitative data took place in Natal and Rio de Janeiro, 
between September and December 2010.

In constructing the methodology, we used the following definitions 
for the terms applied to this research3:

3. for more information, see: Barker 
G. and Ricardo, C. (2007); fon-
seca, v. (2008); national Plan 
for Confronting Sexual violence 
Against Children and Adolescents 
(2007) and Save the Children eu-
rope Group (2005). 

4. Available at: http://www.oit.org.pe/ 
 ipec/pagina.php?seccion=63&
 pagina=284. Accessed on 12 

April 2011.

ThEorETICAL And LEGAL LAndmArKS rEGArdInG  
ThE CommErCIAL SEXuAL EXPLoITATIon oF ChILdrEn  
And AdoLESCEnTS (CSECA)

In accordance with the Stockholm Agenda of Action (1996), CSECA is any 
type of activity in which a network or individual takes advantage of a child or 
adolescent’s body based on a relationship of commercial exploitation and/or 
power. It is, in other words: 

...a fundamental violation of rights. It encompasses sexual 
abuse, perpetrated by an adult, in monetary compensation 
or the like, either to the child/adolescent or to a third or 
varied party. The child or adolescent is treated as a sexual 
object or commodity. Sexual exploitation constitutes a form 
of coercion and violence against children and adolescents, 
equivalent to forced labor, and thereby constitutes a form 
of modern-day slavery (oIT/IPEC, 2007)4.  



According to Guadamuz and Calvo (2002), there are multiple and 
varied causes of CSECA. From a structural point of view, poverty, social 
inequality, and a lack of control over public and virtual spaces, in addi-
tion to skepticism about the effectiveness of law enforcement to end it, 
are factors that propitiate this type of exploitation. Family conditions – 
namely family violence, mistreatment, abandonment, and in appropriate 
or abusive sexual experiences in the home during childhood – are also 
related to CSECA from the point of view of individual/family factors.

Aside from this complex multi-causality, this type of exploitation 
has a myriad of consequences for its victims, affecting them in various 
spheres of their lives (Silva, 1998). Physical harm, unplanned pregnancy, 
sexually transmitted infections, loss of self-esteem, distrust and humilia-
tion are among them. It is also worth noting that these consequences are 
not just immediate or instantaneous; frequently they become life-long 
issues for trauma victims.

The legitimization and perpetuation of this type of violence is often 
sustained by a network of suppliers or buyers and/or context that makes 
it possible. The creator of this abuse is not simply the “exploiter-client”; 
the “intermediaries” – that is, all those who facilitate the abuse – are 
themselves implicated in these networks (UNICEF, 2001). For example, 
owners and employees of bars and hotels, taxi drivers, modeling agen-
cies, tourist agencies, and relatives are also involved, from the contract-
ing to the practice itself.

The issue of CSECA has gained visibility in both national and interna-
tional discussions regarding violence prevention. One historic planning 
action came to fruition in 2008 at the “Third Worldwide Congress to Con-
front Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents” in Rio de Janeiro, 
at which authorities from more than 125 countries met to discuss actions 
and global goals for confronting the issue. At this meeting, which took 
place twelve years after the First Congress in 1996, it was reported that 
the numbers of children and adolescents who were being sexually ex-
ploited were still alarmingly high on a global level5. 

The “Third Worldwide Congress to Confront Sexual Exploitation of 
Children and Adolescents” also underlined the necessity to address both 
child pornography on the Internet, and sex trafficking of boys and girls6, 
as recently incorporated forms of exploitation in the practice of CSECA.

In Brazil, CSECA continues to be a serious issue, and solid research is 
lacking.  Numerous studies on the topic have tended to ignore children 
and adolescents as individuals who have rights and have protection 
under the law. Some research on the topic has been overly simplistic 
treating victims as agents of the abuse, or blaming the abuse on social 
inequality related to violence, drugs, abandonment and poverty.

5. In total, 150 million girls and 73 
million boys, under the age of 
18, are estimated to be victims 
of sexual exploitation worldwide, 
according to the Report on Sex-
ual exploitation of Children and 
Adolescents. United nations 
fund for Childhood, Germany, 
2009. Given the nature of the 
phenomenon, these numbers are 
merely an estimate and should be 
taken as that.

6. Available at: http://www.unicef.
org/brazil/pt/activities_13277.
htm. Accessed on 12 April 2011.
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Brazil began to insert itself into the international discussion on CSE-
CA at the end of the 1980s, trying to overcome the repressive and patron-
izing focus of the previous government by introducing new legislation: 
the concept of children and adolescents as social actors, and thereby 
bearers of legally enforceable rights. Furthermore, a debate emerged from 
the exclusive jurisdiction of juvenile court judges, due to political-adminis-
trative decentralization, that restricted the rights of states and expanded the 
responsibilities of municipalities and the more immediate community. Fur-
thermore, it increased popular participation in representative organizations 
(municipal, state, and national councils on children/adolescent rights).

The attention this issue has received has also attracted diverse voices that 
have either sought to minimize the practice by focusing on a young person’s 
right to sexual self-determination or ignore the issue. It is also increasingly 
clear that CSECA is enmeshed within societal gender norms that shape in-
teractions between men and women in Brazil. In other words, this type of 
violence results from a complex social system based on power inequalities 
between men and women, which imposes rigid restrictions on men and 
women, and boys and girls. This limits their right to choose and reflect upon 
their lifestyles and individual relationships thus reducing individual agency 
(Barker, G.; Ricardo, C.; Nascimento, M., 2007-8). 

Clearly, the majority of victims of this type of violence in Brazil are female 
children and adolescents. This reflects the widespread perception of the fe-
male body as a passive object for use independent of a woman’s or girl’s will, 
and male sexuality as uncontrollable, that men inherently need more sex than 
women (Ricardo & Barker, 2007).

Nonetheless, despite the fact that they do not make up a majority, it is of 
fundamental importance to recognize the reality of boys who are victims of 
CSECA. The data, in comparison with the volume of studies on female CSE-
CA, is severely lacking. In this sense, the need to mobilize around the issue 
is urgent, as much on the part of the state as on the part of organized civil 
society and academia, in terms of having more rigorous data that can contrib-
ute to the implementation of programs and policies to combat this practice 
(Ricardo & Barker, 2007).

Given this reality, it is important to capitalize on the focus policymakers 
have given to prevent CSECA and understand how Brazilian society views this 
type of violence against children and adolescents. To accomplish this task this 
study explored (1) whether they indeed considered sexual exploitation a form 
of violence, (2) whether they identified ‘culpable’ actors for this type of crime, 
(3) their perception of the children and adolescents involved, and (4) the per-
ceived actions necessary to resolve this national problem. 



EThICAL ConSIdErATIonS

Promundo adheres to emerging accepted practice regarding ethical codes 
in research and human/social sciences and shares the perspective that the in-
terests of the researched groups should precede those interests of the research 
itself. This research followed formal ethical procedures: all informants gave 
their “informed consent” in writing; received information about Promundo 
and the research’s content and the objectives; and were given the option to 
not respond to any of the questions. Promundo also follows standard prac-
tices in terms of data safeguarding and confidentiality.

STudy dEmoGrAPhICS

With the general objective of mapping perceptions, attitudes and 
practices of adult women and men regarding different themes related to 
sexuality, prostitution, pornography, and CSECA of both sexes, Pro-
mundo implemented this study in four Brazilian cities.

The Study

15
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The cities7

With 421,240 habitants, the state capital of Santa Catarina, Flori-
anópolis, was selected as the representative city of the Southern region. 
The research was carried out in partnership with the Chico Mendes 
House, a not-for-profit organization situated in the Monte Cristo neigh-
borhood, a region that abuts the municipalities of Florianópolis and 
São José. The Chico Mendes House has been active in the community 
since 1992, developing social projects for its residents, especially chil-
dren, adolescents and women.

The city of Itaperuna, located in the interior of the state of Rio de Ja-
neiro state, has an estimated population of 95,876 inhabitants. In 1980, 
the city, located in the northeast region of the state, had only 35,000 ha-
bitants. With this growth in the population, there has also been a cor-
responding increase in the number of large civil construction projects, 
which involve a considerable contingent of migrant men, living in the 
area solely for work. Given that we know that this type of migration often 
leads to an increase in sex work and CSECA, the site was selected.

Natal, the state capital of Rio Grande do Norte, is situated in the 
Northeast region of Brazil and with 804,739 habitants it is considered a 
city where tourists, especially foreigners, travel for sex tourism8. The re-
cruitment of qualitative research participants came through a partner-
ship with the Reference and Social Attention Center (CRAS) of the Africa 
community. The Africa population is situated in the north zone of Natal, 
the area with the greatest concentration of low-income residents.

The quantitative data was collected in the city of Rio de Janeiro, 
with a population of 6.1 million, in a large low income neighborhood 
called Complexo de Maré, in the region of the city known as the Leop-
oldina Zone. The region has seventeen communities and a population 
of 130,000.  The region is seen as a particularly violent area in popular 
media and news outlets, which often highlight the (very real) conflicts 
between local narco-trafficking factions and police oppression. This 
situation creates chronic tensions, along with informally marked bor-
ders between rival gangs. 

7. The number of habitants in the 
cities was taken from data from 
IBGe (2010). for more informa-
tion, see: www.ibge.gov.br. 

8. In agreement with fonseca et al 
(2008: 20), tourism for sexual 
ends “consists in the organiza-
tion of touristic excursions with 
the implicit object of procuring 
sexual pleasure for foreign tour-
ists or tourists from other areas of 
the country, utilizing adults and/
or children and adolescents to of-
fer sexual services.”



mEThodoLoGy

Two research methodologies were utilized: one qualitative, with focus 
groups and in-depth interviews in three cities; and the other quantita-
tive, in two cities. Both qualitative and quantitative data collection took 
place in Natal.

methods and collection of qualitative data

Qualitative research took place between April and September 2009 in 
Florianópolis, Itaperuna, and Natal. Researchers conducted focus groups and 
semi-structured interviews with men and women, between 18 and 59 years 
of age. This methodology permitted the exploration of how men and women 
navigate social spaces and times, and how they demarcate social differences 
and legitimize social spaces and power through gender norms.

This portion of the research was conducted in two stages for each city. 
First, there were focus groups with men and women, from 18 to 59 years of 
age. Due to the age range, the groups were separated into two subgroups: one 
of youths 18-29 years old and the other of adults 30-59 years old. With the 
groups in place, the corresponding researcher would select two men and two 
women from each group who showed significant interest or awareness of the 
themes discussed to participate in in-depth, individual interviews.

It was with this methodology that the research in Natal took place, in 
partnership with the Municipal Secretariat of Social Action, and conducted 
at CRAS. The first group was composed of nine men with an average age of 
23; the second group included eight men with an average age of 41. The four 
in-depth interviews took place the following day.

The women’s groups had an average age of 32 and the majority partici-
pated in the organization’s women’s group where themes such as HIV/AIDS 
prevention and self-care were discussed. After this focus group, one in-depth 
interview was carried out with a 21-year-old woman.

In Florianópolis, some difficulties arose in the formation of the older 
men’s group. During the week in which the researcher was in Florianópolis, 
the weather was especially cold and rainy. Therefore, the community’s roads 
were nearly impassable. Another problem was that, contrary to what was ob-
served in Natal where a large portion of men were either underemployed or 
unemployed, in Florianópolis it was rare to find a man at home. The difficulty 
of finding willing participants was also prevalent with the younger men, since 
many of them both studied and worked.

17
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The first men’s focus group, somewhat younger than other groups (aver-
age age of 20), included five participants. One of the group’s salient charac-
teristics was that the participants held more equitable visions of gender and 
had a respect for sexual diversity. After several failed attempts to invite men 
via home visits and personal contacts made through the women and younger 
men in the study, it became clear that finding a group of older men would be 
difficult. Thus, the researcher opted to interview two men individually who 
were interested in the study: a 42-year-old and a 58-year-old.

The women’s group was slightly older: average age of 48 and four partici-
pants over 50 years of age. One difficulty was that two children were present 
during the focus group (one 7 year old and a baby, grandchildren of a partici-
pant) creating a distraction for the group.

In Itaperuna, qualitative data were collected from the men at a natural 
gas pipeline work site. The women were selected through a partnership with 
the Prefecture’s Secretariat of Social Action9.  

methods and collection of quantitative data

The quantitative research took place between the months of Septem-
ber and December 2010, in Natal and in Rio de Janeiro with men (n=602 
in RJ and n=100 in RN) between the ages of 24 and 59, and women (n=612 
in RJ and n=100 in RN) between the ages of 18 and 59. 

The team of interviewers in Rio de Janeiro was composed of twelve 
female interviewers, twelve male interviewers, and two escorts under 
Promundo supervision. In the city of Natal, an opinion research firm 
was contracted to collect the data. This team was composed of seven 
female interviewers and two male interviewers. Both the Rio de Janeiro 
and Natal-based interviewers completed a four-hour-long training ses-
sion, in which they were presented with the research objectives and 
oriented to the research themes and methodology. The level of educa-
tion among the interviewers ranged from a middle school education to 
university graduates. 

The interviewees responded to surveys related to perceptions and 
constructions of gender, violence, and SCECA. The questionnaires were 
divided thematically in correspondence with the study’s objectives: 

9. for reasons of confidentiality, no 
names are used. We only identify 
as M and f for male and female, 
and cite the age.



10. Please contact Instituto Promun-
do at Promundo@promundo.org.
br for more information on the 
questionnaires or visit our web-
site.

11. In addition to a badge, vest and 
ID slips that identified them as 
Promundo consultants, the fact 
that the escorts were residents of 
the community helped to give ad-
ditional credibility and facilitated 
better contact with the residents. 
The interviews took place without 
the escort’s presence, who left 
the premises upon an interviewee 
giving consent to participate. 

12. fonseca, et al., “for the end of 
sexual exploitation: what can 
men do?” Promundo, 2008, 
p.21.

 For reasons related to the research’s focus, Part 7 and questions about 
sexual debut were added only to the men’s questionnaire10. 

Data collection took place in respondents’ homes and surveys 
were administered by the interviewer. In Rio de Janeiro, the commu-
nities were divided into sectors and each interviewer received a map 
designating their corresponding sector. The escorts’ role was to take 
them to the desired addresses. The use of escorts contributed to the 
inexistence of a refusal rate11. 

The timeline of data collection in Rio de Janeiro was affected due 
to constant police incursions in the area involving gunfire exchange 
with traffickers in the community. With the exception of these inci-
dences, on no occasion was police or trafficker presence an impedi-
ment to the research. However, the interviewees said that they felt, at 
times, unsafe and intimidated due to the outward display of firearms 
by some traffickers in the community. 

The development of the survey questionnaire and discussion guide 
was a challenge. Promundo understands that it is completely inadequate 
to use the term “child prostitution” when discussing children and adoles-
cents (and in differentiating between children and youth) in that it does 
not attribute responsibility to the adult who commits this act. With that 
in mind, the use of the term CSECA proposes an inversion of empha-
sis, away from the “prostituted child” and focusing on the “exploitative 
adult.”12  That said, it is worth noting that on the questionnaire the term 
“prostitution” was used in the majority of questions to facilitate under-
standing between interviewer and interviewee. The decision to use this 

PArT 1_Characteristics of the interviewee
PArT 2_Relationships
PArT 3_Attitudes about gender
PArT 4_Behavior among family of origin
PArT 5_Attitudes, continued
PArT 6_Men and sexual relations
PArT 7_Use of Internet for sexual means
PArT 8_Participation in campaigns and/or programs 
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term was made after pre-testing the questionnaires. The researchers 
opted to utilize this term, as “sexual exploitation of children and adoles-
cents” was not well recognized by the participants. Aside from that, it 
was additionally perceived by the researchers that the term “exploitation” 
seemed to evoke negative associations making respondents omit other-
wise honest responses. The term will also be used during the description 
of results to follow a question that refers to the age of such “prostitutes”.

Specificity of the study13

This study concentrates on the perception and practices of men and 
women regarding sexual exploitation of children and adolescents of the 
female sex. Although we are aware that the universe of sexual exploita-
tion includes male children and adolescents, as well as male transvestites 
and transsexuals, as noted earlier, girls constitute the group most af-
fected by this situation (Ricardo and Barker, 2007). 

In Natal, the high cost of carrying out the survey research meant that 
the sample size was small and is not significantly representative thus 
tests of association were not done. Instead, results should be seen as il-
lustrative.

13. When Promundo conducts re-
search in other states, there is 
always a search for institutional 
partners with expertise in manag-
ing quantitative research, aligned 
with a financial investment within 
the preset budget. In natal, a 
great difficult arose due to this is-
sue. After nine months of search-
ing, we opted for a partnership 
with a private firm, with local 
recognition for their implementa-
tion of such research. natal was 
chosen for both quantitative and 
qualitative research because of its 
widespread recognition as a city 
with a strong index of sex tourism, 
with an emphasis on adolescent 
girls. Due to budget limitations, 
it was not possible to carry out a 
survey in florianópolis. 



Results

TABLE I_SOCIO-DeMOGRAPHIC CHARACTeRISTICS

nATAL rIo dE JAnEIro

feMALe  
(n=100)

MALe 
(n=100)

feMALe  
(n=612)

MALe  
(n=602)

AveRAGe AGe 36 YeARS 40 YeARS 36 YeARS 40 YeARS

RACe: BLACK 81% 65% 55% 54%

ReLIGIOn: CATHOLIC 68% 67% 48% 64%

nO ReLIGIOn 7% 16% 18% 17%

COMPLeTeD PRIMARY SCHOOL 56% 43% 61% 64%

HAS CHILDRen 74% 64% 84% 75%

In A STABLe ReLATIOnSHIP 74% 81% 70% 72%

eMPLOYeD 54% 74% 48% 78%

Salary iF emPlOyed
feMALe  
(n=53)

MALe  
(n=74)

feMALe  
(n=296)

MALe  
(n=470)

MOnTHLY InCOMe: UP TO OR UnDeR MInIMUM WAGe14 57% 11% 45% 18%

BeTWeen 1-2 MInIMUM WAGeS 28% 55% 48% 48%

SoCIo-dEmoGrAPhIC ChArACTErISTICS

14. The monthly minimum wage 
in 2010 = R$510,00, roughly 
US$283.
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mEn And ThE “SEX mArKET”

Qualitative results show, generally, that there is an understanding that 
in public space the sex market’s offerings (pornography and/or prostitution) 
privileges men. What about this “service” interests men? Some responses re-
ferred to “biological determinants”: men consume sex based on their alleged 
natural tendency and propensity to satisfy their sexual “instincts.”

Men are just suckers. If he passes a place, and there’s a 
sweet little girl, all made up, with those little clothes just so....
(m1_38 yEArS oLd – nATAL)

Some men were repelled by the demand sex workers seeing it as “de-
grading” for men to have to pay for sex. 

Men were deeply ambivalent when they spoke about prostitution or 
sex work. While they acknowledged that it was widespread, they also be-
lieved the practice to be underground, marginalized, and something that 
undermines “normalcy,” and in that sense, to be condemned.

mEn And ThEIr SEXuAL rELATIonS WITh “ProSTITuTES”

In general, when asked about sexual relations with “prostitutes” over 18 
years of age, men and women held significantly different opinions of men hav-
ing such relations if the men engaging in the practice were single. In addition, 
with regard to morality there was a larger level of acceptance of the practice of 
sex work by men than by women. At the same time, more women (81%) than 
men (70%) believed “prostitutes” to be in their situation as a result of personal 
choice. The other opinions are shown in the chart below:

TABLE 2_ReSPOnDenTS WHO “AGRee” WITH THe fOLLOWInG STATeMenTS ReGARDInG Sex WITH  
PROSTITUTeS OveR 18 YeARS Of AGe

nATAL rIo dE JAnEIro

feMALe 
(n=100)

MALe
 (n=100)

feMALe 
(n=612)

MALe 
(n=602)

IT IS A COMMOn PRACTICe AMOnG Men 74% 83% 59% 77%

IT IS OKAY AS LOnG AS He ISn’T MARRIeD OR In A 
ReLATIOnSHIP WITH SOMeOne 50% 69% 51% 77%

Sex IS A SeRvICe THAT CAn Be BOUGHT LIKe AnY 
OTHeR, InDePenDenT Of THe PROSTITUTe’S AGe 31% 38% 18% 20%

THAT SHe IS MORALLY WROnG 59% 56% 47% 42%

THAT IT IS HeR CHOICe 79% 73% 81% 70%

“ 



In the IMAGES (International Men and Gender Equality Survey) data 
from Rio de Janeiro, conducted by Promundo15, one specific section ad-
dressed men in the “sex market.” Of the 750 men interviewed who answered 
questions related to “prostitutes” over 18 years of age, 44% of them “agreed” 
that, “sex is a service like any other and, therefore, can be bought.” Of those 
men who agreed with this statement, 29% felt that, “prostitution is mor-
ally errant,” distancing themselves from the data espoused above. Between 
IMAGES and this current research project on sexual exploitation, 65% and 
70%, respectively, reported that, “prostitution is a woman’s choice.” 

In terms of the practice of sexual relations with children under 18 years 
of age, the research revealed high percentages of those who placed blame 
on children and adolescents. Forty-one percent of men and 46% of women 
in Rio affirmed that it was an adolescent girl’s choice to engage in sex work. 
This calls attention to the fact that the practice of CSESA may be connected 
to a perception of “availability” on the part of the adolescent (mainly girls), 
an implication that brings urgency to reflect on what makes men seek out 
adolescent girls, and about the victimization of those adolescents.

With regard to children under 18 years of age, it should be noted that 
men from Rio de Janeiro reported lower percentages than other sites when 
asked about whether having sexual relations with adolescent “prostitutes” 
is something all men do at least once in their life. Table 3 shows other re-
sults regarding the interviewees’ opinions about adolescent “prostitution”:

15. IMAGeS is a part of a global re-
search project called the Men and 
Gender equality Policy Project 
(MGePP) coordinated by Promun-
do and the International Center 
for Research on Women (ICRW), 
that took place in 12 countries. In 
Brazil it was conducted in the cit-
ies of Rio de Janeiro and Recife. 
In Rio, 750 men were interviewed 
in one lower class community and 
one middle class neighborhood. 
for more information, please see 
Ricardo, C, Segundo, M, nasci-
mento, M. Experiências e atitudes 
de homens e mulheres relacio-
nados com equidade de gênero 
e saúde: resultados preliminares 
de uma pesquisa domiciliar real-
izada no Rio de Janeiro, Brasil. 
[Sumário de pesquisa]. Rio de Ja-
neiro: Instituto Promundo. 2009.  
Also, Barker, G. et al. evolving 
Men: Initial Results from the 
International Men and Gender 
equality Survey (IMAGeS). Wash-
ington, D.C.: International Center 
for Research on Women (ICRW) 
and Rio de Janeiro: Instituto Pro-
mundo. January 2011.

TABLE 3_ReSPOnDenTS WHO AGReeD WITH THe fOLLOWInG PHRASeS ReGARDInG SexUAL ReLATIOnS 
WITH “PROSTITUTeS” UnDeR 18 YeARS Of AGe

nATAL rIo dE JAnEIro

feMALe 
(n=100)

MALe
 (n=100)

feMALe 
(n=612)

MALe 
(n=602)

IT IS A COMMOn PRACTICe AMOnG Men 23% 38% 18% 15%

IT IS SOMeTHInG THAT ALL Men DO  
AT LeAST OnCe In THeIR LIveS

42% 41% 32% 12%

IT IS MORALLY WROnG 82% 80% 81% 75%

IT IS HeR CHOICe 51% 63% 46% 41%

Based on the IMAGES results from Rio de Janeiro in relation to involve-
ment with “prostitutes” under 18 years of age, 45% of men “agreed” that “it 
is the woman’s or girl’s choice” to engage in sex work, 67% believed that “it 
is morally wrong,” and 22% “agreed” that “sex is a service like any other” 
even in cases involving minors under 18 years of age. 

Some respondents recognized the existence of sexual exploitation of 
children in cases where force is used. In other words, if the sex was forced 
or coercive the act was believed to be sexually exploitative. 

23



24

A child, sometimes it happens, many are really violated, 
when it’s against their will. Sometimes they’re taken by force. 
And sometimes, she ... it’s the child itself that seeks it out. 
So I think, too, then the issue of needing money comes in 
... I think that it’s because they’ve got no shame, adults who 
seek out children. Or sometimes it’s ... well, there are men 
that have that desire, right? (...) or, want to know how it is, 
how it is to get a younger girl.”. (F1_21, nATAL)

Nevertheless, in the majority of conversations, two belief patterns 
emerged regarding women’s involvement in prostitution: there was rec-
ognition that women professionalize sex work as a result of socioeco-
nomic conditions, and that women choose to engage in it for a variety 
of reasons such as because they want to, there is a status16 they want to 
maintain, addiction to drugs, because they do not want to seek other 
kinds of work or, finally, because they like it. 

I think almost all of them do it out of necessity. Either for food 
or to pay for school. But it’s out of necessity. I think it’s very 
rare that a woman will do it because she wants to, you know, 
because she likes it (...) I respect it, it’s their lives. I have a 
sister, yeah, I already told you, she’s a prostitute. I respect 
her. I don’t have anything against it”. (m4_19, FLorIAnóPoLIS)

(...) if a person thinks that they want to sell their body, well, 
everything is legalized. I feel like, she gets that money there, 
she has to have money, won’t she get money that way?” 
(m6_53, ITAPErunA)

My opinion, my perception, I’m against prostitution itself. 
(...) There are so many people with difficult lives, who pick 
themselves up, chase after a goal. They get themselves a 
dignified job. They get a job, something normal (...) I can’t 
come to see the positive aspects of a prostitute. I can’t see it. 
I can’t (...). Principal factor of risk in prostitution is sickness. 
Then drugs. I think that prostitution and drug usage in 
today’s world is practically hand-in-hand”. (m7_32, ITAPErunA)

“Evil,” “wrong,” and “dirty” were terms frequently used to talk about 
sex work.  However, despite these negative and socially constructed 
perceptions men justified their hidden search for sex workers based 
on “curiosity,” “lack” of satisfactory sex at home, and even to meet their 
“physiological needs.” In a men’s focus group in Itaperuna, the following 
statements were made:

16. The notion of status is relevant 
because it suggests a distinctive 
divide among prostitutes: among 
sex professionals, there exist 
those “luxury escorts”, who dis-
tinguish themselves for not being 
out in the “street”.

“ 

“ 

“ 
“ 



From my point of view, I wouldn’t marry a prostitute. Do I 
use them? Of course, but I wouldn’t marry (one) because 
society showed me that it’s ugly”. (mEn’S FoCuS GrouP_ITAPErunA)

Society has showed me that it’s wrong and also a woman 
who lives on sex to get her work done, it’s a job like any 
other, let’s look at it from that side, prostitution ... I think I 
wouldn’t marry one, (...) now, there are all types of women. 
There are women who really like to do that. And there are 
others who don’t”. (mEn’S FoCuS GrouP_ITAPErunA)

FACTorS ASSoCIATEd WITh CSECA

Families were frequently blamed for creating an environment conducive 
towards sexual exploitation, classified as negligent for not creating dialogue 
and providing education to inform their children about sex and sexuality.  
Respondents seldom mentioned the underlying economic and social causes of 
sexual exploitation – issues that must be at the forefront of policies to end it.

Within the family, it became clear that many respondents viewed women 
as the primary culprits who “allowed” their children to engage in sex work. The 
“natural” role of mothers to care for children meant that they were frequently 
blamed for not “controlling” their sons and daughters, and thus allowed 
them to be enticed into sexual exploitation. Yet, one of the interviewees, 
from Natal, said:

(...) she’s the principal caretaker, with the kids, in my house, 
because I have to put bread on the table for my family and we 
share the work, she takes care of the house and I take care 
of my work and we go through life that way”... (m3_27, nATAL)

Similarly, fathers were often referred to within the context of their 
traditional male role at home. In other words, they were said to act out 
in violent and repressive ways in order to protect their children from vul-
nerable situations.

Moms and dads don’t have control of their kids anymore! (...) 
When a child, adolescent starts to want to have a boyfriend/
girlfriend... the dad has to grab them and thrust a sickle 
into each one of them”... (m3, 27, nATAL)

A few male respondents called on fathers to be more engaged in 
non-violent ways: 

“ 
“ 

“ 

“ 
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The responsibility comes from the home, from the parents; 
it’s not just the mother, but the father who must participate 
in that education because in the way that they raise their 
children, the children should have that understanding; now 
it’s never how the parents want it because in the street or 
even at school, that poor advice and bad influence still 
comes”. (m4_36, nATAL)

Another reported factor respondents believed attributes to CSECA 
speaks to the appeal of unrestrained consumerism, which supposedly 
seduces adolescents drawing them into sexual exploitation. In this case, 
the submission to CSECA was not restricted merely to meeting basic ne-
cessities, but rather attending to the status attributed to money and the 
products one can acquire with it:

There are some types of girls who want to have what they 
don’t have, when they don’t have the means to do so, 
and so they just go out with people with money for the 
status of it. And that for me is a form of prostitution. If 
you have relations with a person with money and go out 
with that guy just for the status of it, to get new clothes. I 
think that is our reality here, we don’t have a lot of child 
sex exploitation. Here in the region, what we have more 
of is prostitution for status, we have a lot of that in this 
region”. (WomEn’S FoCuS GrouP_ITAPErunA)

ChILdrEn’S And AdoLESCEnTS’ PArTICIPATIon In CSECA

When asked about the participation of children and adolescents in 
the “sex market,” we saw, for example, the unequal patterns of gender in 
the socialization of adolescents in their sexual life. The interviewees said 
that beliefs around masculinity for men come from within the family and 
sexuality education. For example, the men’s focus group in Itaperuna, in 
large part, defended boys having access to pornography while denying 
girls the same permission, saying”

“ 

“ 



I think that there shouldn’t be an age, I think that age, in the 
same way that a 14-year-old boy checks out the internet, or 
buys a little magazine, or an older brother buys one or even 
sometimes the dad buys one, man, if thire own father himself 
encourages the boy seeing it, what’s the reason to limit access to 
18-year-olds? The 16-year-old guy still doesn’t have the ability to 
discern right from wrong. I think the films should be prohibited 
for kids under 16. Pornography is my perception of film and 
art, if a dude sees a Playboy, I don’t think there’s any problem 
in seeing a woman there. It’s just that I think there are a lot 
of really young guys, 14 years old, watching porn films, and I 
think they don’t know what’s right from wrong. The prohibition, 
I think, makes the person make more poor choices. Everything 
that’s wrong the guy wants to do. The prohibition is the thing 
that I think brings the kid to those things, but if he were to have 
that idea, at the start of adolescence with only 12, 14 years, he 
wants to discover some things”. (mEn’S FoCuS GrouP _ITAPErunA)

Children’s participation in “sex work” was uniformly objected to as a 
practice. Yet the determinate that delineated blame from being placed on 
either the child or those creating the demand, once again, was age. For those 
between 12 and 14 years, respondents believed there was no reasonable justi-
fication for them to be involved in sex work. Instead, they placed responsibil-
ity on the men who violated those children, characterizing them as “animals,” 
“crazy,” and “sick.” Respondents frequently made parallels between children 
who are sexually exploited and those with whom they live such as their sisters 
and daughters emphasizing their revulsion to the practice.

I don’t agree. It’s completely wrong, they should be in jail. 
If a kid come and offers herself to me. What should I do? 
In the role of an adult man, or even as a father”. (m8_AGE 

noT mEnTIonEd, FLorIAnóPoLIS)

15, 16 years? One of those girls already knows what she wants 
and how she wants it. She knows really well what she wants, 
what I want and how I want it”. (mEn’S FoCuS GrouP_ITAPErunA)

rESEArChEr_At what age do you think she’s able to discern, 
able to control what she wants?

16 years. When she’s 16, she already knows what to think, 
she knows what’s good and what’s wrong. That age is already 
sufficient for her to understand what happens in her own life”.

“ 

“ 
“ 

“ 
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rESEArChEr_Before that, you think her having a relationship with 
an adult couldn’t be equal to adult with adult, for example, 
like that? Less than 15 years old?

No, she’s wrong, because if she...she is tempting an adult, 
you get it?” (m3_27, nATAL)

However, if the adolescent (girl) was seen as physically mature (in terms 
of development), respondents believed that they had relative autonomy and 
mobility to make a decision whether or not to engage in sex work. If the girl’s 
body is “developed” and she is seen as “sexually available,” interviewees almost 
completely abandoned comparisons with family members as they did for 
examples that involved younger girls. Entering into sexually exploitative net-
works had a different connotation in this context. Interviewees affirmed that 
socioeconomic conditions largely impact entry into sex work while implying 
that it is the girl’s choice to be involved in such an activity:

The child goes after some adult; and the more adult she 
becomes, she becomes hopeless; unemployment, sometimes 
she has a kid and can’t maintain him due to unemployment 
and many do it due to drugs to keep up their addiction. You’re 
only 16 years old. It’s not permissible to work. So they get into 
that type of thing. Looking for prostitution. It’s what happens. 
In the majority of times I see it there, I think that, in general, 
I agree with it. I see in the mornings on TV the reports, the 
adolescents of 14, 15, 16, even younger. Because they can’t 
find jobs”. (m2_AGE noT mEnTIonEd, FLorIAnóPoLIS)

The incorporation of adolescents into the “sex market” looks to be, 
according to the respondents, something that happens due to socioeco-
nomic conditions:

(...) the child, she doesn’t think very well yet, she’s not really 
with it when it comes to the way it is and the way it isn’t. (...) A 
grown woman, experienced, already knows what’s good, what’s 
bad (...) a friend of mine, 16 years old, told me that what she 
did for money wasn’t because she liked it; she came to selling 
her body because of money”. (F1_21, nATAL)

“ 

“ 

“ 
TABLE 4_ReSPOnDenTS WHO AGRee WITH THe fOLLOWInG PHRASeS ReGARDInG SexUAL ReLATIOnS 
WITH “PROSTITUTeS”

nATAL rIo dE JAnEIro

feMALe 
(n=100)

MALe
 (n=100)

feMALe 
(n=612)

MALe 
(n=602)

TO PROHIBIT PROSTITUTIOn, ReGARDLeSS Of AGe 55% 40% 48% 19%

TO PenALIZe Men WHO HAve Sex WITH 
PROSTITUTeS, InDePenDenT Of THeIR AGeS

53% 41% 43% 13%

TO PROHIBIT PROSTITUTeS UnDeR 18 YeARS Of AGe 95% 79% 95% 91%

TO PenALIZe Men WHO HAve Sex WITH 
PROSTITUTeS UnDeR 18 YeARS Of AGe

92% 87% 94% 89%



Ah, I think if a 12 year old girl, or younger, is prostituting 
herself, it must be out of necessity, because she’s needing 
to. Now, if she’s older, you know, if she happens to, well there 
that happens because she wants to. Because she has some 
addiction (...) But for me I think it’s normal for both [men 
and women to prostitute themselves]. I just don’t think so 
in situations involving children. Minors, I don’t think that’s 
normal at all”. (m9_AGE noT mEnTIonEd, FLorIAnóPoLIS)

LAWS ThAT PEnALIzE ProSTITuTIon And CSECA

The research revealed opinion differences between men and women 
(especially in Rio de Janeiro) in relation to the legal system involved in 
these issues, particularly regarding the prohibition of sex work and the 
penalization of men who have sex with them, when a clear indication of 
their age does not exist.

Nevertheless, when we pointed out that a “prostitute” could be 
younger than 18 years old, men from Rio de Janeiro and women from 
both regions were almost unanimously in favor of banning the practice, 
and almost 90% of the respondents look favorably upon criminalizing 
men who have sex with adolescents.

TABLE 4_ReSPOnDenTS WHO AGRee WITH THe fOLLOWInG PHRASeS ReGARDInG SexUAL ReLATIOnS 
WITH “PROSTITUTeS”

nATAL rIo dE JAnEIro

feMALe 
(n=100)

MALe
 (n=100)

feMALe 
(n=612)

MALe 
(n=602)

TO PROHIBIT PROSTITUTIOn, ReGARDLeSS Of AGe 55% 40% 48% 19%

TO PenALIZe Men WHO HAve Sex WITH 
PROSTITUTeS, InDePenDenT Of THeIR AGeS

53% 41% 43% 13%

TO PROHIBIT PROSTITUTeS UnDeR 18 YeARS Of AGe 95% 79% 95% 91%

TO PenALIZe Men WHO HAve Sex WITH 
PROSTITUTeS UnDeR 18 YeARS Of AGe

92% 87% 94% 89%

These results lead us to affirm that, in legal terms, there is ample 
recognition that children and adolescents should be protected from all 
forms of sexual abuse and exploitation. Interviewees charged lawmakers 
with the task of upholding the law and punishing adult men who engage 
in sex with children and adolescents.

“ 
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mALE rESPondEnTS And SEXuAL rELATIonS 
WITh AdoLESCEnTS 

The men’s questionnaire contained a block of questions that explored 
whether or not respondents had engaged in sex with adolescents between 
the ages of 12 and 17. It is important to stress that those interviewed were 
intentionally selected ( from 24 years of age and up) as we were interested 
in learning more about the behavior of adults who engage in CSECA. 
Fourteen percent (n=602) of those men interviewed in Rio responded 
that they had engaged in sexual relations with minors. Of those, 32% 
(n=82) had engaged in sexual relations with adolescents under 18 years of 
age within the 12 months preceding data collection.

In concordance with the data in the table below data from IMAGES in 
Rio de Janeiro showed that among all those who responded to the ques-
tion about having had sex with a sex worker (n=626), 56% confirmed that 
they had. It is worth noting that the men interviewed in Rio de Janeiro 
for IMAGES had the highest reported rates of paying for sex than any of 
the other countries included in the study (seven countries total in more 
than 20 cities).  In the IMAGES questionnaire, men who reported having 
had sex with a sex worker (n=351) were asked if they suspected that the 
sex worker was younger than 18 years old: 17% of those men said they 
thought they had sex with a sex worker under the age of 18. 

TABLE 5_ReSPOnDenTS WHO HAve HAD Sex WITH A Sex WORKeR

mEn – rJ – ImAGES (n=626)

YeS, WITH A WOMAn 54% (338)

YeS, WITH A MAn 0,5% (3)

YeS, WITH A TRAnSveSTITe 1,6% (10)

nO 44% (275)

TABLE 6_ReSPOnDenTS AnD THeIR SexUAL ReLATIOnS WITH ADOLeSCenTS UnDeR 18 YeARS Of AGe 
(THOSe WHO ReSPOnDeD AffIRMATIveLY TO HAvInG PAID fOR Sex WITH A GIRL UnDeR 18)

rIo dE JAnEIro
(n = 82)

HeR YOUTH MAKeS Me feeL YOUnGeR 48%

YOUnG BODIeS ARe MORe ATTRACTIve 70%

I ALReADY HAD A ReLATIOnSHIP WITH HeR 50%

IT MAKeS One feeL MORe vIRILe 45%

I WAS UnDeR THe USe Of A ‘SUBSTAnCe’(*) 31%

USeD A COnDOM In ALL SexUAL ACTS 33%

(*) ALCOHOL, MARIJUAnA, AnD OTHeR DRUGS, LeGAL OR OTHeRWISe. 

 

In this study, among the men who said that they had not engaged in 
such sexual relations with a sex worker (n=519), 54% of the interviewees 
from Rio de Janeiro (as was the case in Natal) said that they “would not 
dare” engage in such an act. However, it remains unclear if this was due 
to respect for the child and adolescent rights, or due to a fear of punish-
ment from the judicial system or social stigma. Research shows that the 
fear of possible punishment can have a diminishing effect on having sex 
with adolescents (OIT, 2004). 



TABLE 6_ReSPOnDenTS AnD THeIR SexUAL ReLATIOnS WITH ADOLeSCenTS UnDeR 18 YeARS Of AGe 
(THOSe WHO ReSPOnDeD AffIRMATIveLY TO HAvInG PAID fOR Sex WITH A GIRL UnDeR 18)

rIo dE JAnEIro
(n = 82)

HeR YOUTH MAKeS Me feeL YOUnGeR 48%

YOUnG BODIeS ARe MORe ATTRACTIve 70%

I ALReADY HAD A ReLATIOnSHIP WITH HeR 50%

IT MAKeS One feeL MORe vIRILe 45%

I WAS UnDeR THe USe Of A ‘SUBSTAnCe’(*) 31%

USeD A COnDOM In ALL SexUAL ACTS 33%

(*) ALCOHOL, MARIJUAnA, AnD OTHeR DRUGS, LeGAL OR OTHeRWISe. 

 

Among the men who had engaged in sexual relations with 12-17 
year old girls (14%), almost half justified this behavior by reporting that 
it made them feel younger, and fewer than a third of them had used a 
condom during the sexual act. Aside from that, half of the men in Rio de 
Janeiro reported having had some sort of affectionate relationship with 
the adolescent, as can be seen in Table 6.  This suggests that some men 
either felt the need to transform the encounter into a relationship to re-
duce their guilt about engaging in sex work with a minor, or that men do 
have ongoing sexual encounters with the same adolescent girl.

These results reveal the situation of vulnerability that children and 
adolescents face when having sex with adult men based both on gender 
and age power differences. 

Responding to whether or not the respondents knew of other men – 24 
years old or older – who had engaged in sexual relations with adolescents 
between 12 and 17 years of age: 28% (n=612) of the women and 35% (n=602) 
of men in Rio de Janeiro said that they knew men who had done so.

Profile of men who have had sexual relations with adolescents

This section examines the profile of men who said they had had sex 
with adolescents between the ages of 12 and 17. It is fundamental to note 
that this is a difficult, delicate and complex task; there is of course no 
stereotype of such men, but it is important to look for patterns.

For the construction of a behavioral profile, a cross-section of data was 
created, in order to point out nuances that allowed us to see tendencies be-
tween those men who have had sex with adolescents and those who have not. 
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TABLE 7_PROfILe Of Men In RIO De JAneIRO WHO HAve AnD HAve nOT HAD SexUAL ReLATIOnS  
WITH ADOLeSCenTS 

hAd SEXuAL rELATIonS 
WITh AdoLESCEnT

(n=82)

dId noT hAVE SEXuAL 
rELATIonS
(n=519)

P VALuE  
(* ShoWS ThoSE 

STATISTICALLy SIGnIFICAnT) 

AveRAGe AGe* 35 YeARS 41 YeARS 0.001*

fInISHeD eLeMenTARY SCHOOL 37% 45% 0.531

ReLIGIOn: CATHOLIC 62% 64% 0.432

SUffeReD fROM vIOLenCe In CHILDHOOD17 46% 49% 0.700

AveRAGe AGe Of fIRST SexUAL enCOUnTeR* 14 YeARS 15 YeARS 0.002*

HAS A fRIenD WHO HAS ALReADY enGAGeD In 
Sex WITH An ADOLeSCenT*

69% 30% 0.001*

enTeReD Sex CHAT ROOMS 87% 75% 0.246

feeL THAT THeRe SHOULD Be A LAW THAT 
PenALIZeS THOSe WHO HAve Sex WITH 

ADOLeSCenTS < 18 YeARS OLD*
80% 90% 0.002*

HAS HeARD Of A CAMPAIGn ReGARDInG CSeCA 65% 61% 0.261

* SIGnIfICAnT DIffeRenTIATIOnS AfTeR THe CHI-SqUARe (One-SAMPLe AnD TWO-SAMPLe) TeSTS AnD MAnn-WHITneY.

 

Based on the responses of men from Rio de Janeiro (n=601), it is ap-
parent that there is a significant discrepancy between the characteristics 
of men who reported having had relations with adolescents (n=82) and 
those who had not (n=519).

The average age of interviewees who had engaged in a sexual act with 
an adolescent was younger when compared with the men who had not 
had sex with children and/or adolescents. In addition, there were signifi-
cant differences between the two groups with regard to: 1) current age – 
those who had had such sexual relations were younger; and 2) age of first 
sexual experience – those who started having sex at a younger age. This 
undermines the current misconception that those who engage in sex 
with minors are older men.

There were also significant differences between the groups who had 
friends who had engaged in sexual activity with adolescents demonstrat-
ing the importance of peer influence.

Another significant difference came with respect to the opinion over 
whether a law should exist that penalizes those who have sex with mi-
nors. There were significant differences between those men who felt that 
such a law is necessary and those who did not, again perhaps suggesting 
a sense of guilt and/or deep ambivalence about the act. Differences were 
not found with relation to: 1) religion; 2) knowledge of campaigns about 
CSECA; and, 3) use of or access to chat rooms with sexual content.

17. The types of violence in ques-
tion were: insults or swearing; 
humiliation or threat; slapping or 
hitting; kicking or biting; punch-
ing or cuffing; beating/spanking. 
The interviewees could also spec-
ify other types of violence from 
which they had suffered. 

TABLE 8_InTeRvIeWeeS THAT HAD ACCeSSeD THe InTeRneT In THe PAST 12 MOnTHS

nATAL
(n=36)

rIo dE JAnEIro
(n=218)

IT’S APPROPRIATe TO USe THe InTeRneT fOR SexUAL MeAnS BeCAUSe IT’S 
WHeRe YOU ReALIZe YOUR SexUAL fAnTASIeS

58% 33%

ACCeSSeD THe InTeRneT SeARCHInG fOR nUDe PHOTOS AnD/OR SexUAL 
exPLICIT MATeRIALS In THe LAST YeAR

44% 32%

ACCeSSeD THe InTeRneT SeARCHInG fOR LIve Sex SHOWS In THe LAST YeAR 33% 26%

HAS OR HAS HAD A fRIenD, 24 YeARS Of AGe OR OLDeR, WHO ACCeSSeS nUDe 
PHOTOS, SexUALLY exPLICIT MATeRIALS, LIve Sex SHOWS OR Sex CHAT ROOM 

InvOLvInG ADOLeSCenT GIRLS In THe LAST TWeLve MOnTHS 
36% 39%

DOeS nOT feeL THAT IT IS APPROPRIATe TO vIeW THeSe MATeRIALS If THe 
feMALe (In THe IMAGe) IS YOUnGeR THAn 18

75% 76%



Even among those who had not had sexual relations with children and 
adolescents in Rio de Janeiro (n=519), we asked if those men would have 
sex with adolescents between the ages of 12 and 17: 89% (461) said that they 
would not, 7% (38) said they would and 4% (18) said they did not know. 

uSE oF ThE InTErnET For SEXuAL PurPoSES

Of those interviewed, 36% of men from Natal (n=100) and Rio (n=602) 
affirmed that they had accessed the internet in the last year. Of those 
who had we asked a series of questions. Table 8 shows the results when 
these “users” accessed the Internet for sexual purposes:

TABLE 8_InTeRvIeWeeS THAT HAD ACCeSSeD THe InTeRneT In THe PAST 12 MOnTHS

nATAL
(n=36)

rIo dE JAnEIro
(n=218)

IT’S APPROPRIATe TO USe THe InTeRneT fOR SexUAL MeAnS BeCAUSe IT’S 
WHeRe YOU ReALIZe YOUR SexUAL fAnTASIeS

58% 33%

ACCeSSeD THe InTeRneT SeARCHInG fOR nUDe PHOTOS AnD/OR SexUAL 
exPLICIT MATeRIALS In THe LAST YeAR

44% 32%

ACCeSSeD THe InTeRneT SeARCHInG fOR LIve Sex SHOWS In THe LAST YeAR 33% 26%

HAS OR HAS HAD A fRIenD, 24 YeARS Of AGe OR OLDeR, WHO ACCeSSeS nUDe 
PHOTOS, SexUALLY exPLICIT MATeRIALS, LIve Sex SHOWS OR Sex CHAT ROOM 

InvOLvInG ADOLeSCenT GIRLS In THe LAST TWeLve MOnTHS 
36% 39%

DOeS nOT feeL THAT IT IS APPROPRIATe TO vIeW THeSe MATeRIALS If THe 
feMALe (In THe IMAGe) IS YOUnGeR THAn 18

75% 76%

There were no differences between men in the two cities regarding wheth-
er they felt it was appropriate to “chat” with someone who was younger than 
18 years old (75% and 76% in Natal and Rio de Janeiro, respectively). 

Qualitative research revealed that women are also “consumers” of 
pornography, but perceive that they do so for different purposes in rela-
tion to men. As the women in the Itaperuna focus group noted:

The woman goes on to look, to see if there’s a film for her 
to watch, but she doesn’t buy anything [...]
A woman doesn’t have that need to keep looking. The mind 
of the man for that type of thing is much more fertile, isn’t 
it? He sees a naked woman, he imagines a million things 
[laughs] that he can do with her. And the woman sees a 
naked man and I won’t say that she doesn’t feel anything, 
but it’s different”. (WomEn’S FoCuS GrouP_ITAPErunA)
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mEn And BoyS In “ProSTITuTIon”

In general, the offering of sexual services was seen predominantly as 
a female practice. Asked about men and boys who provide sex for money, 
participants provided a range of responses: from intolerance to accep-
tance, with innumerable qualifications of moral tenor:

So you have a woman who could be like fifty-something, one 
day she wants to find one of those boys, for example, she’s 
already a lonely solitary woman without a husband, she’s going 
to find a boy like that, and he gains some money. I’m more 
in favor of men prostituting themselves than I am of women”. 
(m1, 38 yEArS oLd, nATAL)

Some have the need itself, the majority, like the women. It’s 
just that I wouldn’t do it... I don’t know, I’d prefer to cut paper, 
make my living in some other way”. (m4_19, FLorIAnóPoLIS)

Many of the responses reveal homophobic attitudes: 

The man who prostitutes himself with another man, I feel, 
is wrong”. (m1_38 yEArS oLd, nATAL) 

The homosexual man has his own life, does what he wants, 
and the man who comes to get involved is his equal; I 
wouldn’t go, ever! But there are dudes who go. And men 
who get involved with another man, I don’t think that’s 
normal at all”. (m1_38 yEArS oLd, nATAL)

Responses revealed an even greater intolerance when young adoles-
cent boys engage in sex work – an intolerance that placed blame on the 
boys themselves and not upon either the state or those who pay for sex 
– thus reflecting deeply rooted gender norms, including characteristics 
of hegemonic masculinity, that boys somehow have the agency to control 
if they are sexually exploited.

As noted above, we also saw subtle and not so subtle homophobia. Re-
spondents said they abhorred discrimination, but presented a critical 
and negative point of view regarding the values, practices and behaviors 
of homosexuals. At its most explicit level, this homophobia showed up in 
comments suggesting fear/shame of getting near to it, and complacency 
toward acts of sexual violence toward boys and men. 

“ 

“ 

“ 
“ 



The specific reality of boys who are sexually exploited needs more 
attention within the field of CSECA, particularly efforts to critically de-
construct ways that hegemonic masculinity and homophobia pervade at-
titudes about it.  While respondents in the case of girls showed a kind of 
sympathetic but at the same time victimizing gaze toward young girls who 
are sexually exploited, in the case of boys they seemed nearly indifferent.

GEndEr ATTITudES

regarding violence against women

As can be seen in Graph 1, in regards to the question, “In any rape 
cases is it necessary to know if the victim is promiscuous or has a reputa-
tion in the community,” men tended to respond affirmatively more than 
women did. These results reflect the socially legitimized attitude that 
women should not “incite” sexual desire in men since this provocation 
leaves men with few options but to “respond instinctively” including us-
ing force. This perception relieves male aggressors of responsibility since 
women are expected to remain conservative both in physical appearance 
and in their sexual expression.

GrAPh 1_AGRee WITH THe STATeMenT “In AnY RAPe CASe IT IS neCeSSARY TO KnOW If THe vICTIM 
IS PROMISCUOUS OR HAS A RePUTATIOn In THe COMMUnITY” 
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regarding sexual relations

When asked about whether “men need sex more than women do” we 
saw similarities in the concordance of men and women (44% and 46%, 
respectively). Graph 2 confirms the existence of the belief that sex equals 
virility for men from both men’s and women’s perspectives. With regard 
to the statement, “men are always ready to have sex,” women respondents 
from Rio de Janeiro responded affirmatively in greater numbers (63%) 
than men from Natal (49%).

GrAPh 2_AGRee WITH THe STATeMenT “Men ARe ALWAYS ReADY TO HAve Sex”
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Questions
for reflection and recommendations

• Based on the results presented here, the issue of gender, gender 
norms and conceptions of hegemonic masculinity must be part of 
the discussion of understanding the conditions of CSECA, both in 
terms of prevention as well as protection and support of children 
and adolescents who are sexually exploited.

• There is an urgent need to train health professionals, educators, and 
those who guarantee human rights to deal with the complexity of 
these attitudes related to CSECA and question their own views about 
gender and sexual/reproductive rights. 

• Taking into account the ambivalence of the perception of CSEC, hav-
ing a frank discussion about gender norms, masculinities, unequal 
power relations and sexual and reproductive rights are a path to 
reduce the homophobic attitudes toward boys and young men in-
volved in commercial sexual exploitation. In particular, these discus-
sions must be held together with duty bearers.

• Both the health and the educational systems require training around 
gender issues and CSECA, in particular in knowing how to appropri-
ately support and detect cases of CSECA and to work closely with the 
judicial and child protection system. 
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• It is necessary for health professionals, educators, and those who 
guarantee human rights to be educated on the Statute of Children 
and Adolescents (SCA), Brazil’s children’s rights legislation, which, in 
Article 18, speaks to the responsibility of all to guard the dignity of 
children and adolescents, saving them from any dehumanizing, vio-
lent, terrorizing, vexing, or embarrassing treatment.

• Given that the majority of interviewees supported penalizing men 
who have sex with “prostitutes” under 18 years of age, it is absolutely 
necessary to reinforce the juridical-legal apparatus relative to CSE-
CA. The SCA, in Article 244, considers the crime of sexual violence: 
to submit a child or adolescent, as defined in Article 2 of the law, to 
prostitution or sexual exploitation with a punishment of four to ten 
years in prison and fines. In this way, it is necessary to mobilize civil 
society to demand that the State follows through on this legislation 
relative to such practices.

• It is imperative to call greater attention to CSECA suffered by male ad-
olescents and boys, keeping in mind the invisibility of the issue, even 
within studies and interventions regarding CSECA. It is necessary to 
offer support to studies relative to the presence of male children and 
adolescents in situations of sexual exploitation. In the case of boys, 
young men, and transvestites/transsexuals, even greater attention by 
service providers to their vulnerabilities and needs is required. 

An EXAmPLE oF TArGETEd CSECA  
PrEVEnTIon WITh A GEndEr LEnS

In Brazil, Promundo is currently working with Petrobras in the thirteen 
Brazilian states where they have installations. This training seeks to 
build on partnerships between Petrobras and local nGOs to reduce 
sexual exploitation in Petrobras work sites. The two-day workshops 
include education for health professionals and community leaders 
and build on existing Promundo tools, including its Program H and 
M materials. These provide a way for local staff working to reduce 
CeSCA to reflect about gender norms and expectations and put this 
learning into practice as they design prevention approaches. 



• For the Brazilian government, collaboration between the state and 
national government is required, in particular in terms of data col-
lection.  There is also a need for better monitoring of the National 
Plan for Confronting Child-Youth Sexual Violence.

• Government should collaborate more with civil society, and univer-
sities in joint program development to prevent and monitor CSECA. 

• There is a need for more campaigns targeting men with messages 
about ending CSECA. These include scaling up campaigns such as 
the “Real men don’t buy girls”18 campaign which includes the par-
ticipation of celebrities, actors, and athletes, with Kaká (Brazilian 
soccer star) as the Brazilian representative. The Rio Declaration 
(MenEngage 2009)19 and the Third Congress to Confront Sexual Ex-
ploitation20 reaffirmed the importance of men and boys’ roles in pre-
venting CSECA. The findings here provide multiple insights on what 
new and expanded campaign messages might include. These cam-
paigns must take a critical view – and encourage men to internalize 
them – of norms related to masculinity that naturalize the using of 
underage girls for sex. 

• One largely untapped potential for engaging men in ending CSECA 
is around their role as caregivers and fathers.  Men who are engaged 
caregivers and fathers show a strong revulsion for other men who 
sexually exploit children and could be strong advocates on the is-
sue. Similarly, tapping into the potential caregiving attitudes of other 
men may be a way to move ahead of prevention. Given that peer 
influences showed up as a strong determinant for men’s paying for 
sex, it can also be a strong element for prevention. In this vein, cam-
paigns like MenCare (www.mencare.org), which look to involve men 
in caregiving can be a useful tool in promoting the duties of men in 
the care and protection of adolescents, including insuring that they 
are not victimized through sexual exploitation. 

18. See: http://demiandashton.org/
realmen.

19. In accordance with the Rio Decla-
ration (first Global Symposium en-
gaging Men and Boys on Achieving 
Gender equality, 2009), “Sexual 
violence committed by some men 
results from social norms that toler-
ate exploitation of women and girls, 
boys and men. The objectification 
and commodification of women 
and girls, boys and men, natural-
izes sexually violent and coercive 
behaviors. ending sexual violence 
and exploitation requires holistic 
strategies that span the global and 
local, and involve men and boys in 
the confrontation of attitudes and 
inequalities that confer men to a 
position of dominance, so that all 
human beings can be treated with 
dignity and respect.” Available at: 
http://www.menengage.org/images/
files/declaracao-rio-ingles-para.pdf.

20. The Rio de Janeiro Declaration 
and Call to Action to Prevent and 
eliminate Sexual exploitation 
of Children and Adolescents. III 
Worldwide Congress to Confront 
Sexual exploitation of Children 
and Adolescents. Rio de Janeiro, 
2008. In Article 44, the declara-
tion notes that it is necessary “to 
conduct research regarding con-
temporary patterns of socialization 
of boys and men through differ-
ent contexts to form and identify 
factors that would promote and 
strengthen men and boy’s respect 
towards girls and women and that 
would engage them in action-
based initiatives that discourage 
practices and engage in preventa-
tive word regarding child and ado-
lescent sexual exploitation.”
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